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Introduction
As defined by Oliver (1948) and Mertens (1973) the Neotropical tree snake Leptophis ahaetulla (Linnaeus, 1758) contains 12 subspecies: L. a. ahaetulla, L. a. bocourti, L. a. bolivianus, L. a. coeruleodorsus, L. a. copei, L. a. liocercus, L. a. marginatus, L. a. nigromarginatus, L. a. occidentalis, L. a. ortoni, L. a. praestans and L. a. urosticus. Prior to its recognition as a distinct subspecies of L. ahaetulla, Oliver (1942) described Leptophis copei from three specimens collected at the Venezuela-Brazil boundary on Salto do Huá, one specimen from San Antonio, upper Orinoco River, Venezuela, and two specimens from the Colombia-Brazil boundary on Vaupés, upper Carurú River. Oliver (1942) did not propose a formal diagnosis of a new taxon; rather, he furnished morphometric and meristic data such as the number of ventral and subcaudal scales and snout-vent length, in addition to the variation observed on the black ocular stripe and dorsal coloration of the type specimens. Subsequently, Oliver (1948: 231) redescribed the pattern of coloration of L. a. copei in detail, pointing out that the anterior body coloration of this subspecies differs from that on the posterior region of the body. According to Oliver (1948) , the dorsal coloration pattern of L. a. copei consists of two dark lateral stripes separated from each other by a light gray to light brown vertebral stripe, which is always obliterated on the midbody, with the exception of irregular spots on concealed portions of scales. Oliver (1948: 201) used the presence of two dark blue dorsolateral stripes separated by a light vertebral stripe, which always continues onto the tail, to distinguish L. a. ahaetulla from the other subspecies of L. ahaetulla. Oliver (1948: 232) stated also that L. a. ahaetulla differs from L. a. copei in having a lower average number of maxillary teeth (25.3 vs. 27 ) and a lower number of ventral scales (156-178 vs. 173-179) . Availability of new specimens in several museum collections revealed, however, that there is more geographic variation in L. a. ahaetulla than previously assumed by Oliver (1948) .
Material and Methods
I compared specimens from the type series of L. copei with specimens from the Roraima State, Amapá, Amazonas, Pará, western Maranhão, Venezuela, and data from Cunha & Nascimento (1993) (Appendix). In addition, I counted the number of maxillary, palatine, pterygoid, and dentary teeth of MHNLS 14011, MPEG 17375 and UMMZ 149833. The map was made with the program ArcView GIS with some localities obtained from the on line version of the Global Gazetteer Version 2.1 by Falling Grain Genomics (http://www.fallingrain.com/world/). Skulls were removed by peeling back the skin from the mouth such that head integument remained intact and with the rest of the specimen. A pair of forceps and a small surgical scissors was used to cut the skin. The extracted skulls were prepared as dry skeletons. Ventral scales were counted according to Dowling (1951) . 
Results and Discussion
The analysis revealed that the variation in number of ventral and subcaudal scales and number of maxillary teeth, which were employed by Oliver (1948) for the diagnosis of L. a. copei, falls within the variation of L. a. ahaetulla (Tables 1 and 2 ). I examined specimens from eastern Pará (L. a. ahaetulla), (see Cunha & Nascimento 1993) where the dorsal stripes are not continuous for the entire length of the body, becoming diffuse at mid-body (see also Cunha & Nascimento 1993 , for description of dorsal coloration). On the other hand, I examined the type series of L. copei and noted that in some of the paratypes the dorsal stripes are continuous for the entire length of the body (Figure 1) . The dorsolateral stripes are not visible in the midbody of holotype of L. copei because the color faded over time, so that the original color pattern is absent.
Thus there in no reason to maintain L. a. ahaetulla and L. a. copei as distinct taxa; L. a. copei should be placed as a junior synonymy of Figura 2. Novos registros de Leptophis ahaetulla ahaetulla para Venezuela e Colômbia baseado em espécimes previamente descritos como Leptophis copei (círculos) e no espécime MHNLS 14011 (quadrado).
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